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(He is not speaking of the spinal portion of this tract.) 

The posterior longitudinal bundle contains ascending fibres of the 
.second order, as well as some descending fibres and axis cylinders from 
.the red nucleus. Within this bundle are found: i, fibres from Deiters’ 
nucleus; 2, fibres from cells in the substantia gelatinosa of the trigem¬ 
inus, and 3, fibres from cells within the white reticulated substance. 
'The first group is the most important, and from these fibres numerous 
^collaterals are given to the motor nuclei of the eye muscles. 

The fibres of the vestibular nerve divide into ascending and des¬ 
cending branches. Some of the ascending terminate in the nuclei of 
.Deiters and v. Bechterew; most, however, pass into the acoustic cere¬ 
bellar bundle, and may be traced to the tegmental nucleus. Possibly 
isome fibres pass to the dentatum and the cerebellar cortex. The num¬ 
erous collaterals from the descending branches form the chief terniin- 
.ation of the vestibular nerve. They enter the descending (chief) nucleus 
.and Deiter’s nucleus. Axis cylinders from Deiter’s and Bechterew’s 
.nuclei either form a bundle in front of, and external to the nucleus of 
the abducens—the external or direct tract—or else they constitute the 
chief portion of the opposite posterior longitudinal bundle, the inner 
•crossed tract. 

The fibres of the cochlearis divide in the ventral ganglion into as- 
•cending and descending branches. The former terminate in the ventral 
nucleus, the latter pass to the posterior part of this nucleus and into 
.the acoustic tubercle. 

Axis cylinders from the cells of the ventral nucleus pass into the 
corpus trapezoides. 

Axis cylinders of the tuberculum acousticum, Cajal believes, enter 
•either the corpus trapezoides or the stria; acusticse. 

The remarkable nerve terminations within the trapezoid nucleus 
•described by Held, have been seen by Cajal. He regards them as true 
•central nerve plates. 

Cajal, with other investigators, believes that the anterior pillars of 
the fornix arise in the cornu ammonis. 

Connection of the sensory root of the trigeminus with the facial 
nucleus is by means of axis cylinders from cells in the substantia 
gelatinosa. 

The fibres within the gray reticulated substance form a sensory 
tract of the third order, and convey sensory impulses to the motor 
nuclei. 

The central tract of the trigeminus, vagus, glosso-pharyngeus and 
vestibularis is in the posterior outer portion of the gray reticulated 
substance. WM. G. SPILLER. 


Anomalies and Curiosities of Medicine. By George M. Gould, 
A.M., M.D., and Walter L. Pyle, A.M., M.D. With 295 illustra¬ 
tions, etc. Philadelphia, W. B. Saunders, 1897. 

The character of this work is indicated very fully by the title, and 
its appearance is justified by the excellent collection of a large num¬ 
ber of interesting facts which the authors have carefully compiled and 
commented upon. 

Beginning with genetic anomalies, all sorts of abnormalities due 
to defective or abnormal development are described. Then a number 
of chapters are devoted to the surgical anomalies, of the thorax and 
abdomen, as well as of the genito-urinary system. In several chapters 
anomalous types of diseases of varying kinds are recorded, including such 
as are by this time rather well known, viz., acromegaly, myxedema 
and trichinosis. But in every instance some rather unusual feature of 
these diseases is indicated. 
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Neurologists will be particularly interested in the records of un¬ 
usual spinal deformities, of unusual gaits in extreme cases of infantile 
spinal paralysis, possibly also of the unusual cases of obesity, and of 
hemi-hypertrophy. 

Chapter XVII. on anomalous nervous and mental diseases, includ¬ 
ing such well known states as facial hemiatrophy, saltatoric spasm, 
astasia-abasia, will be of less importance to the specialist on nervous and 
mental diseases. Certain forms of disease may prove to be “curiosities’ * 
for the ophthalmologist, which are not even great “rarities” for the 
neurologist. 

We have no fault, however, to find with the character of the work, 
and think that on the whole it was well that such a work should have 
been undertaken. If it will have served no other purpose than to do 
away with the reports of “ rare ” cases which are not rare, it will have 
fulfilled a very worthy mission. 

The book is well written, carefully illustrated, well printed and 
contains much of interest and much that is instructive for every med¬ 
ical man, be he general practitioner or specialist. B. S. 
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